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 Update Concerning the SRS FIA Program
SRS FIA Information Update

Biomass! | am sure that you have been hearing about all of the new facilites
that hawe been planned. and in many cases built and opertionsl, across the
South that are focusing ca wilizing woody biomass. Many of these faciities
arefwill be producing pellets. Why the interest in the South? In spite of the
economic downlurn in the cconomy in the last 3 or 4 years, the Scuth is sull the
“woodbasket” of the Uniled States. Yes, production during this time period was
down by 20 to 25 percent on average across all products, some moee than others.
For moee details, pleass see “BEoonomic dynamics of forests and forest industries
in the Southern United States™ by Hrandeis and others at http:'www.srs.fs.usda.
gov/pubs/a0d52

What is the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program and specifically the
Southern Rescarch Station (SRS) FIA Program sbmn in the arena of biomass?
Nationally we have been working with six university partners, some forest
industry cymahms and groups across the Forest Service to develop new
béomass equations that can be applied to the FIA database. These new aguations
will not use cohic foot 10 weight conversions but will be basad on direct relations
to beight and diameter values to weight. In addition, estimates are being
developed for the beanches, foliage, etc. in addition to the traditional merchantable
portions of trees. This work has been going on for 2 years and will continue into
the next few years. Of course this work will also dinectly relate to the calculation
of all of the carhon estimates from FIA data.

Also at the national level, the Timber Products Output (TPO) database and
peucessing system have been modifiad specifically to identify hiomass'

3 facilities in the data callection and reporting aspects. The 2013 TPO
data collection will include these new data elements. The utilization stady data
collection (data collectad on active logging sites), will also include data clements
oa wtilization rates for bicenergy harvests.

One arena that necds some additional study is the sustainshility of woody biomass
harvesting. Some work on this has been done, but there are additional questions.
In some cases, the raw material is woody biomass that is not used for traditional
forest products or under used. In other cases, there may be a dirsct competition
between traditional forest products and woody biomass use. | bope that we in SRS
F1A can investigale the growth and removal rates in the next few years.

As abways, if you have any technical questions reganding FIA, pleass submit those
questions o Charlene Walker (cwalker@ s fed us) and we will address them in 2
future issue of “The Inventory”. Thank you for your interest in FIA and please let
us know how we may serve you in the future.

Bill Burkman

SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fx fod.us
865.862.2073
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What is the

feedstock?

ALogging residues from
pulpwood?
AEarly thinnings in pine
plantations?
AManaged fuelwood
harvesting
ASRWC
A Intensive plantation
management
AUnderstory removals,
stand cleaning?




Biomass Availability

17% residues from clean
chipping operation




